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Important Meeting Dated 
 
June 26th  JCAA General Meeting 
July 2nd  (6:30 PM):Public Hearing on Draft 
Addendum XIX to the Summer Flounder, Scup, and 
Black Sea Bass Fishery Management Plan for Public 
Comment, Ocean County Administrative Building, 
101 Hooper Avenue, Public Hearing Room #119, 
Toms River, New Jersey.  
July 12th  NJ Marine Fisheries Council meeting at 
the Galloway Twp. Branch of the Atlantic Co. 
Library, 306 East Jimmie Leeds Rd., Galloway, NJ 
08205, at 4pm.  
July 12th  JCAA Board Meeting 
August 7th -9th MAFMC Danford's on the Sound, 25 
East Broadway. Port Jefferson, NY 11777 
August 9th  JCAA Board Meeting 
August 13th -16th  ASMFC Meeting Week 
 

Port Winners for  
JCAA 13th Annual Fluke Tournament  
781 boats entered in 2007 Tournament  

 By Phil Celmer, Chairman 

The 13th Annual Jersey Coast Tournament was a 
great success. 781 boats competed in the twelve 
ports throughout the state.  The 120 winning fish 
averaged 22.9" and 4.9 pounds.  The largest fish 
weighed in at 10.62 pounds in Jersey City and was 
caught by Pat Broderick of Vernon, NJ. This annual 
tournament provides funds to help Jersey Coast 
Anglers Association continue its fight to protect the 
marine resource and the rights of the recreational 
fisherman. 
 
The 13th Awards Ceremony went off without a hitch 
at Trumps Marina Casino Hotel.  It was as always a 
great success and the Seafood Buffet at Trumps 
Marina Casino Hotel got rave reviews from the 
people who ate there.  Trumps Marina Casino Hotel 
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was, as always, a gracious host.  We had over 1700 
in attendance.  There will be a complete wrap-up in 
the next newspaper including the list of many stores 
and manufacturers that donated the over 100 door 
prizes.  That list will be up on our web page also. 
 
We did break with the 12 year tradition and the 
winner of the Yamaha powered Century Boat and 
LoadRite Trailer won a 4th place prize at Great Bay. 
The winner was Steve Amato of Tuckerton, NJ.  
Congratulations to Steve and his crew.  The survey 
raffle was won by James Dzbenski of Shohola, PA.  

.  
HERE ARE THE WINNERS FOR 2007 

 
1. Jersey City  

 Name Hometown Entry 
# Weight Length 

1st Pat 
Broderick 

Vernon, 
NJ 

133 10.62 28.25 

2nd Joe 
Rodriguez 

Secaucus, 
NJ 643 6.02 24.25 

3rd Kevin 
Cole Newton, NJ 173 4.74 22.75 

4th Robert 
Kelly 

Jersey City, 
NJ 593 4.46 22.62 

5th Kevin 
Cooney 

Bayonne, 
NJ 718 4.42 22.50 

6th George 
Steininger 

Freeport, 
NY 24 4.34 22.25 

7th Dominic 
Lamberti 

Bayonne, 
NJ 439 4.34 22.25 

8th Adelino 
Pires 

Harrison, 
NJ 726 3.82 21.88 

9th Marshall 
Reid 

Hoboken, 
NJ 513 3.78 21.50 

10th Sal 
Gaetani 

Bayonne, 
NJ 552 3.62 21.12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Sandy Hook  

 Name Hometown Entry 
# Weight Length

1st Helen 
Miragliotta

Lyndhurst, 
NJ 33 6.50 25.50 

2nd Jeffrey 
Marchesi 

Sayerville, 
NJ 333 6.38 25.00 

3rd Michael 
Nelson Brooklyn, NJ 122 6.12 25.00 

4th Keith 
Tuohy Keyport, NJ 575 5.60 23.50 

5th James 
Matthews

Somerset, 
NJ 259 5.44 24.00 

6th 
Marvin 
Dangler 
Sr 

Long 
Branch, NJ 529 5.42 24.00 

7th Dave 
Merrill 

Somerset, 
NJ 709 5.20 23.00 

8th Michael 
Blonske 

Morrisville, 
PA 366 5.04 24.00 

9th John 
Potynsky 

Hillsborough, 
NJ 646 4.78 23.00 

10th Gerard 
Fatjo 

Morganville, 
NJ 164 4.46 23.00 

 
3. Shark River Inlet  

 Name Hometown Entry 
# Weight Length

1st Art 
Albano Neptune, NJ 114 8.19 27.25 

2nd Ted 
Klemen 

Lawrenceville, 
NJ 30 8.06 26.00 

3rd Scott 
Yosco Wall, NJ 578 6.19 24.00 

4th Jim 
Adams 

Long Branch, 
NJ 359 6.06 23.25 

5th Mike 
Pausz Brick, NJ 261 5.94 23.75 

6th Gary 
Ginther 

Pennington, 
NJ 528 5.38 23.75 

7th Roy 
Rittman Edison, NJ 536 5.25 23.25 

8th Ed 
Schwind Sayerville, NJ 592 5.19 23.75 

9th Thomas 
Sunris Neptune, NJ 130 5.19 22.75 

10th George 
Hoffman Hamilton, NJ 753 5.13 24.00 
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4. Manasquan River  

 Name Hometown Entry 
# Weight Length

1st Jim Whitaker Brick, NJ 274 7.85 26.00 
2nd Stan North Seagirt, NJ 266 7.50 27.00 

3rd Bob Angelini Yardville, 
NJ 444 7.50 25.00 

4th Chris Svecz Robinsville, 
NJ 620 7.40 25.00 

5th Cliff Brown Brick, NJ 494 7.25 24.88 

6th Louis 
Chiarolanza 

Madison, 
NJ 23 7.00 24.75 

7th Jerry Melia Toms River, 
NJ 221 6.70 24.75 

8th Tom Morris Manasquan, 
NJ 301 6.35 26.00 

9th Robert 
Schmindinger Brick, NJ 417 6.15 23.75 

10th Louis 
Tammaro 

Manasquan, 
NJ 310 6.10 24.00 

 
 
 
 
5. Barnegat Bay  

 Name Hometown Entry 
# Weight Length

1st John 
Kostick 

Lakewood, 
NJ 102 7.65 26.00 

2nd Jay 
Walker 

Manahawkin, 
NJ 732 6.85 25.00 

3rd Ron Alcor 
Jr 

Toms River, 
NJ 125 6.81 26.00 

4th C.J. 
Godlewski Freehold, NJ 641 5.38 23.50 

5th Randy 
Frost 

Landsdale, 
PA 248 5.20 23.25 

6th Robert 
Cashin 

Toms River, 
NJ 656 4.90 23.00 

7th Charles 
Pracko Trenton, NJ 110 4.78 23.50 

8th Lindsey 
Butler Marlton, NJ 671 3.75 21.50 

9th Michael 
Kern Barnegat, NJ 375 3.62 21.00 

10th Fred Gros     
 
 
 
 

6. Long Beach Island  

 Name Hometown Entry 
# Weight Length

1st Ken 
Devlin 

Forked 
River, NJ 478 7.94 26.00 

2nd Rich 
Pasko 

Lanoka 
Harbor, NJ 311 6.40 25.50 

3rd Brandon 
Kirk 

Chalfont, 
PA 170 5.64 24.00 

4th Rocco 
Savino 

Forked 
River, NJ 388 5.32 23.00 

5th Greg Apai Hamilton, 
NJ 393 4.46 23.25 

6th Brian 
Cognigni 

Burlington, 
NJ 373 4.26 22.25 

7th Dave 
Turner Nutley, NJ 181 3.90 21.75 

8th Russell 
Mehalick 

Morrisville, 
PA 242 3.78 21.00 

9th Helen 
Linthwaite

Forked 
River, NJ 275 3.56 21.88 

10th Luis 
Salgado 

Neptune, 
NJ 347 3.18 20.50 

 
7. Great Bay  

 Name Hometown Entry 
# Weight Length

1st Dave 
Messerschmid

Little Egg 
Harbor, NJ 407 7.06 25.25 

2nd Ken Grab Manahawkin, 
NJ 39 5.35 23.00 

3rd John 
Distefano 

Lumberton, 
NJ 584 5.09 23.00 

4th Mike Bennett Little Egg 
Harbor, NJ 765 4.42 22.25 

5th Ralph 
Stevenson 

Burlington, 
NJ 129 4.36 21.75 

6th Steve Cronce Flemington, 
NJ 383 4.15 22.50 

7th Sandy Maffia Little Egg 
Harbor, NJ 690 3.30 20.00 

8th William Bothe Rochelle 
Park, NJ 533 3.24 20.50 

9th Mike 
Amenhauser 

Levittown, 
PA 247 3.18 20.75 

10th Erica Kovack Tuckerton, 
NJ 689 3.17 20.50 
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8. Atlantic City  

 Name Hometown Entry 
# Weight Length 

1st John 
Dutkiewicz 

Levitown, 
PA 228 8.85 27.25 

2nd Ed 
Goldmen 

Absecon, 
NJ 48 7.66 27.00 

3rd Bob Road Audubon, 
NJ 425 7.20 26.50 

4th Craig 
Tragbar Ventnor, NJ 74 4.14 22.00 

5th Scott 
Newhall 

Absecon, 
NJ 558 4.10 22.00 

6th Joe 
Govan 

Lindenwald, 
NJ 525 4.03 22.00 

7th Walt 
DeBolt 

Woodbury, 
NJ 305 3.96 22.00 

8th Ron 
Jensen Atco, NJ 299 3.93 21.50 

9th Shawn 
VanDaley 

Galloway, 
NJ 704 3.41 21.12 

10th Ron 
Chermak 

Phonixville, 
PA 693 3.07 20.25 

 
 
9. Ocean City  

 Name Hometown Entry 
# Weight Length

1st Jim Ryan Ocean City, 
NJ 56 4.49 25.00 

2nd Thomas 
Palmer Aston, PA 754 4.17 22.00 

3rd Bob 
Whiteside 

Linwood, 
NJ 222 3.99 21.50 

4th Bruce 
Flaemig 

Turnersville, 
NJ 563 3.84 22.00 

5th Kenny 
Ruckle 

Ocean City, 
NJ 506 3.25 20.00 

6th Anthony 
Amateuzio 

Mays 
Landing, NJ 156 3.23 20.50 

7th Bob 
Megonigal 

Tabernacle, 
NJ 477 3.11 20.00 

8th Eileen 
Godman Pitman, NJ 406 2.85 19.00 

9th Nicki 
DeBiaso Ventnor, NJ 148 2.82 21.00 

10th Mike 
Wolfe 

Linwood, 
NJ 197 2.73 19.00 

 
 
 

10. Townsend Inlet  

 Name Hometown Entry 
# Weight Length

1st Jerry 
Jamison 

Clermont, 
NJ 357 4.51 22.25 

2nd Jason 
Micciche Bristol, PA 746 4.44 22.75 

3rd Rich 
Burgess 

Avalon 
Manor, NJ 344 4.24 22.25 

4th Bill 
Damask 

Gibbstown, 
NJ 703 4.12 22.00 

5th Ken 
Hornback Atco, NJ 28 3.89 21.88 

6th Joseph 
Sears 

Bellmawr, 
NJ 574 3.69 21.25 

7th Kyle 
Koshland

Voorhees, 
NJ 459 3.67 21.50 

8th Heidi 
Daunoras

Cedar 
Brook, NJ 379 3.46 20.50 

9th Keith 
Kelly 

Upper 
Montclair, 
NJ 

25 3.45 21.25 

10th Phil 
Azzante 

Alloway, 
NJ 9 3.37 20.75 

 
 
11. Cape May  

 Name Hometown Entry 
# Weight Length

1st Tony 
Mosloskie Lester, PA 224 6.63 24.75 

2nd Noel 
Beale 

Cape May, 
NJ 55 5.57 25.00 

3rd Rick 
Shindel 

Pennsville, 
NJ 596 5.21 24.00 

4th Larrie 
Bailer 

N. Cape May, 
NJ 488 5.02 23.00 

5th Charles 
Neville 

Laurel 
Springs, NJ 329 4.73 23.25 

6th Tom 
Riess Riverton, NJ 3 4.47 22.25 

7th Hank 
Stevenson

Williamstown, 
NJ 462 4.30 22.00 

8th John 
Ciccone 

Turnersville, 
NJ 635 4.02 21.00 

9th John Rios Brigantine, 
NJ 319 3.81 21.75 

10th Brian Rust Cherry Hill, 
NJ 413 3.73 21.25 
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12. Fortescue  

 Name Hometown Entry 
# Weight Length

1st Thomas 
Falls 

Nottingham, 
PA 179 5.50 23.95 

2nd Richard 
Pezzella Clayton, NJ 294 5.13 22.60 

3rd Marilyn 
Falls 

Nottingham, 
PA 180 4.25 21.82 

4th Elwood 
Smith 

Lancaster, 
PA 568 3.94 22.30 

5th John 
Obrien 

Fortescue, 
NJ 521 3.06 20.66 

6th Bill Freitag Bridgeton, 
NJ 20 3.06 21.06 

7th Jean 
Vizsolyi 

Morrisville, 
PA 427 3.00 20.25 

8th Adam 
Kuhn 

Sicklerville, 
NJ 455 3.00 19.12 

9th Ed 
McGoldrick 

Turnersville, 
NJ 139 2.88 19.62 

10th Harold 
Ludlam Millville, NJ 145 2.63 18.82 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
By John Toth 

Fluke Tournament 
As of this writing, I am going to the Trump 

Marina Hotel Casino this afternoon to participate in 
our Gala Awards Ceremony where $110,000 in cash 
prizes and door prizes will be given away to the 
participants of our annual JCAA Fluke Tournament.  
In addition to all of these prizes, all tournament 
participants will have a chance to win a Yamaha 4-
stroke powered 1801 Century console boat with a 
LoadRite trailer that is worth $31,000!  What an 
exciting tournament!  I and our JCAA friends look 
forward to a fun-filled evening at Trump’s and the 
chance to win all of those prizes.  If your schedule 
did not permit you to participate in this year’s 
tournament, try to get into the action next year so 
that you don’t miss it! 
 

Artificial Reefs 
We are reaching a critical stage to get the 
commercial fishing gear and pots off our artificial 
reefs AND WE NEED YOUR HELP!   The JCAA 
has been working with the RFA, REEF RESCUE 
and the NJ COUNCIL OF DIVING CLUBS to 

petition our legislators to get bills passed to remove 
this gear.  Essentially, these reefs, which have been 
built through the efforts of the recreational 
community, have become dominated by a relatively 
small group of commercial fishermen who are taking 
fish 24/7. This was not the intent of our artificial reef 
program and we have had enough of this abuse!  We 
are petitioning Assemblyman Roberts and Senator 
Codey to bring Assembly Bill 3986 and Senate Bill 
2635 to a vote in their respective chambers.  We 
hope for them to do so by mid-July, but we need you 
to contact these legislators through form letters that 
can be accessed through our special link (Adobe: 
http://jcaa.org/News/ReefLetters.pdf, Word: 
http://jcaa.org/News/ReefLetters.doc).  All you have 
to do is print the letters and sign your name and 
include your address.  These form letters basically 
send an important message to our legislators that we 
want our reefs back, so fill out the letters and send 
them in!  While you are helping us this way, the 
JCAA, RFA, REEF RESCUE and the NJ COUNCIL 
OF DIVING CLUBS are working behind the scenes 
to pressure our legislators to get this gear and pots 
off the reefs.  For those of you who do not use 
computers, the addresses of these legislators are 
below in case you want to write a short note to them 
about the reefs. 
 
The Honorable Joseph J. Roberts 
Brooklawn Shopping Plaza 
Route 130 & Browning Rd. 
Brooklawn NJ, 08030  
 
The Honorable Richard J. Codey 
449 Mount Pleasant Ave 
West Orange, NJ  07052 
 

Subway Cars 
The NY Transit Authority has offered New 

Jersey 600 stainless steel subway cars out of a total 
of 1,600 to use for our artificial reef program at no 
cost to our state!  The last time NYC Transit offered 
them in 2003, NJ lost 400 cars while placing only 
250 cars in the ocean due to objections through the 
Clean Ocean Action and other environmental groups 
that questioned possible polluting effects that these 
cars could present to ocean waters.   

The JCAA has been reaching out to the COA, 
RFA and the environmental groups to see if we can 
come to an agreement on any outstanding issues so 
that we can accept the 600 cars.  The NYC Transit 
Authority will not keep these cars indefinitely and 

http://jcaa.org/News/ReefLetters.pdf
http://jcaa.org/News/ReefLetters.doc
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we must come to a decision on this issue in the near 
future.  As of this writing, we are setting up the 
meeting with the concerned parties and we will keep 
you posted on its results.   
 

Panter Panders to The Animal Rights Groups 
Over Anglers 

Assemblyman Michael Panter (Democrat 
District 12 representing Mercer and Monmouth 
Counties) introduced Assembly Bill # 3275 that calls 
for a major overhaul of NJ’s Fish and Game Council 
so that it is “more objective.”  I sat in the State 
House annex to hear him introduce this bill to a 
room full of animal rights activists, farmers, hunters 
and anglers who made strong comments for or 
against this bill.  Essentially, the Fish & Game 
Council’s 11 members by legal statute have to come 
from specific counties so that the entire state is 
represented to ensure that not one county controls 
hunting and fishing to serve their narrow purpose.  
Most members of the Council need support from 
their respective organizations, NJ Federation of 
Sportsmens Clubs and the Senate to be on the 
Council. 

Mr. Panter wants to change this elective 
process so that the Council members are all 
appointed by the Governor to make the Council 
more “objective.”  He did not offer one example to 
show where the Council was not “objective,” but the 
Animal Rights activists all testified that the Council 
was indifferent to their concerns about the deer and 
bear hunts.  I testified against this bill on the grounds 
that he did not present a need for this bill, the 
Council already has objectivity since the members 
come from different parts of the state and represent 
farmers, hunters and anglers.  Most importantly, I 
argued that the seven (7) members appointed by the 
Governor could hijack the Council if a group like the 
animal rights activists, who are extreme and very 
vocal, grab the attention of the Governor and exclude 
other groups.  A total of 40 people testified and when 
it was over the Assembly Committee on 
Environment and Solid Waste voted for his bill.  Mr. 
Panter said he would make revisions to it based on 
our comments and move forward with it for passage.   

 
LETS CALL THIS FOR WHAT IT IS! 

 Behind the fancy talk about objectivity, this bill was 
geared for the animal rights group who thanked him 
profusely for introducing it.  He is pandering to this 
small and vocal group while ignoring his much 
larger constituency at his peril.  There are more 

hunters and anglers in his district than animal rights 
activists! Another big disappointment was the 
testimony given by Mr. Tittel from the Sierra Club 
who neither came out directly for or against this bill 
but hid behind a lot of double talk that the Council 
needs to be more “Holistic” in its approach without 
offering a specific example or need for it.  As far as I 
am concerned, he is not a friend of hunters and 
anglers and we should treat this group accordingly, 
especially in regard to financial support.  After this 
meeting, Mr. Tittel was congratulated by his animal 
rights friends, but hunters and anglers were not in his 
company.  Sad to say, but I also learned that Senator 
Ellen Karcher, who supported us in the past, has 
signed on to support this fiasco of a bill in the 
Senate.  I will keep you posted on this bill’s 
progress. 
 

JCAA Dinner Dance 
November seems far away, but pencil in 

November 18th for the JCAA’s annual Dinner Dance 
at the Crystal Point Yacht Club.  The cost is $60 per 
person or $500 per table. That works out to $50 per 
person.  Good food, prizes and company with your 
fishing friends will be available SO MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS NOW before you forget! 
 

NO GENERAL MEETINGS IN JULY 
AND AUGUST 

Remember, the JCAA does not hold 
general membership meetings in July and August 
since we are either on vac ation or fishing, like w e 
are supposed to do.  JCAA Board w ill continue to 
meet during these months to keep on top of things 
and alert to you any major problems if they come 
up.  We w ill meet in Se ptember again so have a 
nice vacation!  
 

FISHERIES MANAGEMENT & 
LEGISLATIVE REPORT 

By Thomas Fote 

It has been a busy month as usual.  Between the 
many trips to Trenton and to other meetings, I also 
spent 5 days in Washington, DC.  It is always 
gratifying to see the respect that JCAA receives from 
both Congressmen and Senators from New Jersey 
and throughout the country.  We have been asked to 
discuss legislation with Congressmen from Maine, 
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California and other states.  We also receive a 
tremendous amount of respect from many national 
organizations as well.  We met with representatives 
from the National Marine Fisheries Service and the 
Fish and Wildlife Service and our conversations 
were productive.  It was a worthwhile trip.   
 
The most pressing issues have been getting the fish 
pots off the reefs and passing the hooked on fishing 
not on drugs legislation.  But in the last few weeks, 
two more issues have moved into prominence.  The 
first is that there are 600 subway cars available to 
New Jersey for free artificial reef material.  The 
second is the bill introduced by Assemblyman Panter 
and voted out of the Assembly Environmental and 
Solid Waste Committee (A3275).  Both of those 
topics will be covered below.   
 

BILLS A3275/S2041 
The animal rights activists (more appropriately 
called the anti-fishing/anti-hunting activists) have 
found friends in Assemblyman Panter and 
Assemblywoman Greenstein and Senator Karcher.  
They are responsible for introducing A3275 and 
S2041.  These bills would politicize the Fish and 
Game Council that was established in the early 
1940’s to manage the hunting and fishing interests in 
New Jersey.   
 
The reason it is called the Fish and Game Council is 
because its focus was limited to regulating fishing 
and hunting seasons and rules.  The members of the 
Fish and Game Council are hunters, anglers and the 
farmers whose livelihood is impacted by hunting and 
fishing.  It is important to keep in mind that 
managing wildlife in New Jersey has a tremendous 
impact on agriculture and every citizen who is fed by 
JERSEY FRESH farmers.  The decisions are based 
on the information received from scientists and the 
reports from the Division of Fish and Wildlife.  
When the black bear population dropped drastically 
in the 70’s, it was the Fish and Game Council that 
took the responsible action of closing the bear hunt.  
They did not consider opening the hunt again until 
the population of black bears grew so large that 
many problems were reported and scientists were 
sure that opening the hunt would not return us to the 
population problems of the 70’s.   
 
The animal rights people, using the bear hunt as their 
excuse, have come after all sportsmen, both hunters 

and anglers.  They will only be satisfied if no one if 
allowed to hunt or fish anywhere in the state of New 
Jersey.  Hunting and fishing is historically how we 
fed our families and some of us still do.  If you read 
most religious texts, you will find examples of 
hunting and fishing as a way to sustain life.  
Assemblymen Panter and Senator Karcher are doing 
the bidding of the “animal rights” activists.  They 
have cloaked their bills as conservation but this is 
politics at its most blatant.  Every reference to 
hunting and fishing as a use of the public resource 
was removed from the bill, an interesting choice in a 
bill about the Fish and Game Council.  If they have 
their way, it will become the Fish and Wildlife 
Council.  We already have a committee called the 
NonGame and Endangered Species Council that 
deals with wildlife that is not traditionally hunted or 
fished.  This is a blatant end run around the existing 
Fish and Game Council and an attempt to replace a 
successful management plan with political 
opportunism.  We would like to thank Republican 
Assemblyman John Rooney and Assemblyman Larry 
Chatzidakis for their support in calling this bill anti 
farming, anti fishing and anti hunting and 
unnecessary under any guise.  They were the only 
two votes against this bill in the Environment and 
Solid Waste Committee.  The other members of the 
committee, including the chairman, voted to send 
this atrocious bill to the Assembly.  They decided to 
join ranks with the anti hunting and anti fishing 
lobby.  It was a shame the chairman, John McKeon, 
did not even allow groups like NJ Audubon, who 
would have spoken in opposition, to do so.  They 
allowed written statements and then went directly to 
a vote without reading any of the statements.  Looks 
like a decision was made before the hearing began.   
 
The other members who voted for this bill are Robert 
Gordon, Charles Epps and Louis Manzo.  They are 
all Democrats.  Rumor has it that they wanted a 
picture taken with the “animal rights” activists but 
ignored any opportunity to be seen with the 
sportsmen in attendance.  Guess they want to be in 
the “animal rights” newspaper and on their 
contribution list.  I don’t know how they can ignore 
1.3 million sportspersons in New Jersey but I guess 
time will tell.   
 
Assemblyman Fisher from Agriculture and Natural 
Resources Committee, where this bill was slated for 
posting, would not post this bill.  He realized this 
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was not good for the hunters, anglers or farmers who 
are represented on the Fish and Game Council.  
What Assemblyman Panter did was shop for a 
committee that would do what he wanted and totally 
ignore any input from the hunters, anglers or 
farmers.   
 
I am not only Legislative Chairman for JCAA but 
also for New Jersey State Federation of Sportsmen’s 
Clubs.  I represent both groups because our interests 
are often so clearly connected.  For both 
organizations, the protection of the public resource 
comes first.  We have always considered ourselves 
New Jersey’s first and longest lasting environmental 
organizations.  JCAA and NJSFSC will be working 
together to decide on the appropriate action.  We will 
not sit idly by when our traditional way of life is 
threatened.  Right now you can write your legislators 
and the Assembly leadership to express your 
opposition to these bills.  Remind them that the 
hunters, anglers and farmers of New Jersey will be 
paying close attention to their votes.  Go to the New 
Jersey Legislative webpage at 
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us to find names and 
addresses for your legislators and the Assembly 
leadership.  JCAA and NJSFSC will keep you 
posted.  We are organizing a statewide steering 
committee to decide on a plan of action.   
 
Hooked on Fishing not on Drugs Bill 
We were hoping Senator Smith would post this bill 
for a hearing by the Senate Environmental 
Committee at the June 14th meeting.  But that did not 
happen.  We will be writing a letter to Governor 
Corzine and our legislators to ask for their support in 
passing this bill.  As Commissioner Jackson and 
many others have acknowledged, Hooked on Fishing 
Not on Drugs is a wonderful program.  The money is 
available, we just need to pass this legislation to put 
it to use.  Lynda and I attended a Hooked on Fishing 
program held at Constitution Park in Washington, 
DC.  There were 250 students from Washington, DC, 
Maryland and Virginia.  From Constitution Park, 
where these students were learning to fish and to 
respect the environment, they could see the 
Washington Monument and the World War II 
Memorial.  It sent chills up my spine.   
 

Pots off Reefs 
The NJ Marine Fisheries Council will meet on July 
12 and the Artificial Reef Committee will give a 

report to the full council on its recommendation on 
what to do with the pots on reefs problem. JCAA is 
hoping that they recommend removing the pots from 
the reefs. 
I reported in last month’s newspaper that on 
Monday, May 21st, there was a hearing in the 
Assembly Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Committee and A3986 was released by a 4 to 1 vote.  
There has been no movement by the Assembly for a 
full vote and the Senate Environmental Committee 
has not posted the bill as noted in the last newspaper.   
We need to keep the pressure on and we need to get 
Speaker Roberts to post the bill for a vote.  We need 
to get Senator Robert Smith, chairman of the Senate 
Environment Committee, to move the bill from his 
committee to the full Senate so Senate President 
Cody can post the bill there as well.  In the 
President’s Column, John Toth has spelled out what 
to do.  Sample letters are posted on our webpage.   
 

Bills have anglers best interests in mind 
Posted by the Asbury Park Press on 

05/27/07 
By John Geiser 

Seldom has legislation designed to improve 
recreational fishing in New Jersey waters received 
such widespread support as the two bills that would 
prohibit traps and pots on artificial reefs. 

Four powerful recreational groups — 
Recreational Fishing Alliance, Jersey Coast Anglers 
Association, New Jersey Council of Diving Clubs 
and Reef Rescue — are leading the charge, and 
together they represent most anglers and divers with 
an interest in the reefs. 

Further, organizations such as the American 
Littoral Society have weighed in in favor of the 
legislation, and more are expected to join the effort. 

The Assembly version of the legislation — 
A-3986 — was passed out of that body's Agriculture 
and Natural Resources Committee 4-1 May 21, and 
now must be posted by Assembly Speaker Joe 
Roberts for a final vote. 

Assemblyman Sean Kean, R-Monmouth, 
introduced the bill several months ago, and since 
then it has gotten considerable support from 
members of both parties. 

James A. Donofrio, executive director of the 
Recreational Fishing Alliance, said he regards the 
bipartisan support as a real example of democracy in 
action. 

http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/
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"There are no party lines here," he said. 
"These are lawmakers from both sides of the aisle 
doing the right thing — listening to the majority of 
the people." 

Thomas P. Fote, legislative chairman of the 
Jersey Coast Anglers Association, said he is pleased 
to see the bill advancing with such broad support. 
"Recreational fishing is important to our state, and it 
is good to see our legislators recognizing this," he 
said. 

Pete Grimbilas, a spokesman for Reef 
Rescue, said the reefs have been a success story for 
recreational anglers and the state's Department of 
Environmental Protection.  "A handful of potters are 
dominating the reefs, and they're fishing them seven 
days a week, 24 hours a day," he said. 
 
The four organizations RFA, JCAA and Reef Rescue 
began disseminating a joint letter Friday in which 
they appealed to anglers and divers to write, call or 
talk to their legislators about the legislation. 

It was determined several years ago that 90 
percent of the bottom-fishing effort has been 
centered on the 15 artificial reefs, two in state waters 
and 13 in federal waters, off the New Jersey 
coastline. Commercial gear has been increasingly 
hampering that opportunity. 

"In recent years, the artificial reefs have been 
taken over by commercial fishermen who have 
overrun our reef areas by their proliferation of fish 
traps and pots on sites that were specifically built for 
hook and line fishing and diving," they pointed out 
in the letter. 

"This gear has restricted access to hook and 
line anglers, interfered with the goals and objectives 
of the Artificial Reef Program, and has also hindered 
additional reef construction and expansion efforts," 
they continued. 

"Once an isolated problem on the 
northernmost reefs, the lack of restrictions on the 
number of pots a commercial fisherman can fish has 
allowed the problem to rapidly expand to every reef 
along the entire Jersey coast," they added. 

"Essentially, the reefs have become 
dominated by a relatively small group of commercial 
fishermen, and that was not the original intention of 
the Artificial Reef Program," they stressed. 

The bills being considered by the Assembly 
and the Senate would limit fishing gear on reefs to 
hook and line and spear only. 

Donofrio said he has talked with members of 
the Senate Environment Committee, which is 
expected to hold a hearing on the Senate bill — S-
2635 — soon, and he said they understand the issue. 

Capt. Joe Bogan, skipper of the Jamaica II, 
Brielle, said access to the reefs is important to his 
business and the anglers he carries, and he has long 
advocated getting the commercial pots, flags and 
other gear off the grounds. 

Bogan was targeting wreck fish until the 
fluke season opened Saturday, but the emphasis is 
now on sea bass and flatfish. Both species are found 
on the artificial reefs. 
 

A NO-NO: Bill to ban lobster, fish pots 
from artificial reefs sent to Assembly 

A positive move for recreational fishermen 
Asbury Park Press on 05/25/07 

 By John Geiser 
Commercial fishermen who attempted Monday 

to persuade the state Assembly Agriculture and Natural 
Resources Committee not to pass a bill banning lobster 
and fish pots on the state's artificial reefs failed to 
convince the lawmakers. 

The bill - A-3986 - was referred to the full 
Assembly for a vote after testimony from both sides of 
the question. 

James A. Donofrio, executive director of the 
Recreational Fishing Alliance, said he was not 
surprised that the measure was advanced by a 3-1 vote. 

"The vote was a reflection of the feeling out 
there," he said. "Most people who hear the whole story 
can appreciate the time has come to get the commercial 
gear off the artificial reefs. 

"Commercial fishermen who have pots on the 
reefs naturally want to continue what they have been 
doing," he said. "They wouldn't even talk of 
compromise in the beginning. Now they're saying that 
there should be a compromise, but there is no room for 
compromise; there is no place for commercial gear on 
the artificial reefs." 

Artificial reefs have been built in state and 
federal waters for decades to provide habitat for marine 
life and opportunity for anglers and divers to harvest a 
portion of that resource. 

The state's artificial reef program was begun by 
recreational fishermen and divers over 40 years ago. 
The material was stored on property owned by myself 
and others in Wall, and Ken's Landing in Point 
Pleasant Beach. 

The initial material was carried offshore to reef 
sites by boats out of Bogan's Basin, Brielle, and other 
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private boats. Boy Scouts, Sea Scouts and hundreds of 
anglers and other volunteers dumped the material. 

There was no support, money or effort for 
building reefs by the commercial sector. In fact, most 
commercial fishermen with mobile gear opposed the 
idea of artificial reefs. 

The argument was advanced at the committee 
hearing that pot fishermen have a historical right to fish 
on the reefs when, in fact, the only history was that of 
setting gear on structure that did not exist until 
recreational interests created it. 

The bottom where many of the reefs were built 
was open, and marine life merely passed over it 
quickly on the way to suitable habitat. John 
DePersenaire, research scientist with the RFA, spoke at 
the hearing in support of the Assembly bill. 

"We're not opposed to commercial fishing," he 
said. "This is a specific issue. We're saying that there is 
no place for this type of gear on artificial reefs that 
were built and paid for with recreational money. 

"The reefs are too important to the hundreds of 
thousands of recreational fishermen and divers to have 
them monopolized by a handful of commercial 
fishermen," he continued. 

"The argument that the commercial industry 
needs access to the reefs to feed the general public is 
bogus," he said. 

DePersenaire reminded that the commercial 
industry conducted its harvest before there were 
artificial reefs, and reefs represent only a small fraction 
of the harvestable bottom along the coast. 

The complete domination of the reefs by 
commercial fishermen to supply a few sea bass, live 
blackfish and lobsters to retail consumers is 
unwarranted when hundreds of thousands of anglers 
are denied access, he stressed. 

"It's a question of the most good for the most 
people," he said. "Clearly the reefs are more important 
to the recreational sector than to the commercial 
industry." 

Thomas P. Fote, legislative chairman of the 
Jersey Coast Anglers Association, spoke in favor of the 
bill at the hearing. 

His concern has always been twofold: protect 
the resource and provide more opportunity for 
recreational fishermen. "When I was on the Atlantic 
States Marine Fisheries Commission I represented 
recreational and commercial interests," he said. "I 
always tried to see things from both sides, but on some 
issues like the striped bass game fish bill the resource 
needs protection." 

Fote said the reefs offer critical habitat for all 
marine life, and he sees them as an important link in 
protecting New Jersey's marine environment. 

Commercial fishermen have intensified their 
efforts on artificial reefs in recent years, and some 
spots, such as the Sea Girt and Axel Carlson reefs, are 
literally covered with a web of pots, lines, flags and 
lost gear including ghost pots. 

The gear makes it almost impossible for 
recreational boats to drift fish over the reefs, and, in 
many cases, even anchor to bottom fish. 

Nearly 90 percent of inshore recreational 
bottom fishing by private boats was done on artificial 
reefs in 2000, and 46 percent of party boat bottom 
fishing effort and 62 percent of private boat diving 
activity was concentrated on artificial reefs. 

More than $10 million in recreational money 
was spent on reef building in a relatively few years, 
and anglers came to rely on the reefs as their keys to 
good fishing. That is changing as commercial 
fishermen drop more and more gear on the reefs and 
prevent anglers using the sites. 

Pete Grimbilas, a charter boat captain and 
member of Reef Rescue, a group dedicated to getting 
recreational access to the reefs, spoke at the hearing to 
inform legislators of the recreational discontent.  "The 
issue is simple," he said. "There are too many pots on 
the artificial reefs. A handful of potters are dominating 
the reefs, and they're fishing them seven days a week, 
24 hours a day." 
 Members of organizations such as the 
Manasquan River Marlin and Tuna Club, Greater Point 
Pleasant Charterboat Association and the Ann E. Clark 
Foundation, which have donated $400,000 alone to 
build reefs in the last four years, say that they intended 
that the money be used for creating fish habitat and 
opportunity for anglers, not supporting the commercial 
fishing industry. 

"Recreational fishermen have been reaching 
into their pockets for years to conserve and protect fish 
species through reef building," Grimbilas said. "Ninety 
percent of the money from Mako Mania goes into reef 
building. 

"Barge loads of reef material cost $100,000 
each," he stressed. "When it is round concrete pipe it 
becomes an ideal drift area for fishing for fluke, 
blackfish, sea bass and other species. 

"But the potters move in and set their gear on 
top of this material, and anglers are denied access," he 
pointed out. "You can't drift more than a few feet 
without losing your rig in their gear." 

Tim Dillingham of the American Littoral 
Society wrote Douglas Fisher, chairman of the 
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Assembly committee, that his organization supports A-
3986. 

"The American Littoral Society has always 
cared about fish, good fish habitat, and fishermen," he 
wrote. "We have fought against ocean dumping of 
pollution, gone to court to defend and expand public 
access to the shore, and worked for laws to protect 
coastal habitat. 
 

Subway Cars 
It has come to our attention that there are 1600 
subway cars available for artificial reefs.  Six 
hundred have been offered to New Jersey at no cost.  
Virginia, South Carolina and Georgia will be 
required to pay for the shipment of their cars.  
Delaware will also get some cars for free.  What we 
don’t want is a repeat of the last time cars came 
available.  As you remember, New Jersey only used 
250 of the 650 cars available to us.  These cars will 
still used for artificial reefs but in other states, 
mainly Delaware.  Commissioner Jackson has asked 
for an extension of the deadline to accept cars and 
received that extension.  As the President’s column 
discussed, JCAA is planning to host a meeting of all 
the interested parties to attempt avoid the problems 
that occurred last time.  You can write letters to 
Governor Corzine and Commissioner Jackson asking 
for their support.  Governor Corzine and 
Commissioner Jackson were not participants in the 
deal making that robbed us of so many cars last time.  
I know they are open to discussion about this issue 
and will listen to all the information we and the EPA 
supplied.  This was not true that last time when 
Commissioner Brad Campbell had already expressed 
his opposition to the subway cars before he even 
became commissioner.  At least time the playing 
field is even and the decision will be made based on 
the science.     
 

Taking subway cars still possible  
Star-Ledger Thursday, June 07, 2007 

BY AL RISTORI 
Despite the moratorium presently in effect on 

accepting subway cars for New Jersey artificial 
reefs, there's still a chance that the state may take 
advantage of the New York City Transit Agency's 
offer to sink 600 of the stainless steel models at no 
charge. Tom Fote of the Jersey Coast Anglers 
Association talked to Department of Environmental 
Protection Commissioner Lisa Jackson who told him 
the June 1 date for acceptance had been extended by 
the agency in order to provide more time for study.  

Brad Campbell, the previous commissioner, 
had placed the moratorium on sinking subway cars 
on the reefs until a study could be completed. Yet, 
that study was only started before Bill Figley retired 
as director of the reef program and nothing has been 
done since.  

Everything we know about subway cars on 
the reefs is positive as they don't move, deteriorate 
slowly, and attract vast numbers of fish. Only 
objections by Clean Ocean Action prevented the 
state from sinking the 650 Redbirds offered in 2003 
at no cost. Delaware opened the process to public 
view, and presented scientific information that made 
it clear there was no reason not to take the bonanza 
New Jersey had been offered.  

Therefore, we lost 400 cars to our neighbors. 
Figley notes the only consolation is that Cape May 
anglers are within range of what should have been 
our reef material that's now enriching Delaware's 
reefs.  

Rather than the public process, Campbell 
made a political decision and accepted just 250 
Redbirds while prohibiting taking any more subway 
cars until an unfunded study was completed. Yet, the 
moratorium was only the policy of a departed 
commissioner under a governor who resigned.  

The present commissioner can change that 
policy, especially as it now involves fundamentally 
different stainless steel cars that should have a much 
longer life as reef material. Clean Ocean Action 
hasn't taken a position on the present offer as yet.  

The artificial reef program has been funded 
almost entirely by anglers and divers who raise funds 
for cleaning, transportation and sinking of donated 
materials. Losing 400 subway cars in 2003 that 
wouldn't have cost the state a penny was a disgrace 
that hopefully won't be repeated again. At the very 
least, anglers and divers should demand that the facts 
be laid out in public and decisions made on a 
scientific basis. 

 
Subway cars needed for New Jersey 

waters 
Times Sunday, June 10, 2007 

By J.B. Kasper 
In 2003, the city of New York offered to give 

the state of New Jersey some 600 obsolete rail road 
cars to be used as reef-building material along the 
Jersey coast. Not only did they offer to give the cars 
to the state, but they also offered to clean them of 
any pollution-causing materials that might be in the 
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cars, transport them to a site of the state's choosing 
and sink them on the sight, all at no cost to the state 
of New Jersey.  

Of the 600 cars that were offered to the state, 
only 200 of them ever made it to the inshore waters 
along the Jersey coast. The Department of 
Environmental Protection commissioner for the 
McGreevy administration, Bradley Campbell, sided 
with the environmental group Clean Ocean Action, 
which opposed the cars' use as reef-building material 
primarily because of asbestos in the cars, though it 
was only part of the fireproof matrix inside.  

Furthermore, asbestos is dangerous only 
when fibers are breathed in; they are harmless in 
water. Campbell eventually, after complaints from 
recreational fishing groups and individuals, 
compromised by allowing a test drop of 200 of the 
old Redbird cars so a study could be made of how 
they stood up. No additional subway cars were to be 
allowed.  

Now, the city of New York has another 600 
obsolete subway cars they are willing to donate as 
reef- building material, under the same terms as last 
time -- cleaned, transported and sunk at a location 
the state chooses at no cost to the state. Another 
1,000 cars are being sold to Georgia and South 
Carolina, which are willing to not only pay for them, 
but are willing to pay the cleaning bill, transportation 
bill and whatever other cost is necessary to sink them 
along their coast as reef material. If the state of New 
Jersey refuses the cars in part, or in total, they will be 
offered to the state of Delaware under the same 
agreement made to New Jersey, free of charge.  

So far there has been no negative feedback 
on the new offer of subway cars, but there has been 
no movement on the part of the state to accept them. 
The cars that have been sunk along the Jersey coast 
are home to millions of fish and all types of marine 
life. In fact, within a couple of weeks of being placed 
on the ocean floor, all types of sea life set up 
housekeeping. Anyone who knows anything about 
fishing or marine biology knows that a barren ocean 
floor will not support any amount of marine life. 
Any structure that is placed on the ocean floor in a 
barren area acts like a magnet and immediately 
becomes a habitat for fish, crustaceans and all types 
of marine life. This is why these subway cars would 
be invaluable to the marine life along the Jersey 
coast.  

I covered the dispute over the subway cars 
the last time they were offered and witnessed the 

folly of the state refusing 400 of the cars, which were 
given to other states and have become valuable 
assets to those state's marine environments. In fact, 
studies conducted by the states that received them 
show no evidence of adverse effects from them and 
verify them as an extremely viable marine habitat.  

Watching the problems connected with the 
subway cars the last time gave me some interesting 
insight. Groups like Clean Ocean Action and the 
Sierra Club, while claiming to have the best interest 
of the environment at heart, have a hidden agenda. 
This agenda is totally anti-sportsmen, and while they 
may pay lip service to fishermen and fisherman's 
organizations, they will do anything to further the 
decline of sportfishing.  

Time after time they have opposed 
sportsmens' interests, despite the fact that sportsmen 
are the original conservationists and have been 
paying for conservation long before these 
organizations were in existence. Why would any 
group who espouses the betterment of the marine 
environment along our coast be against the use of 
these subway cars? Especially when they are going 
to be cleaned of any pollution-causing materials and 
be subject to examination by the DEP. It's totally 
bogus to site pollution concerns when they will be 
addressed to the satisfaction of the state before the 
cars are sunk.  

The artificial reef program along the Jersey 
coast has been highly successful in keeping fisheries 
and marine life from being depleted. All types of 
material, ranging from old ships and boats, combat 
tanks, concrete and a variety of other materials have 
been used to build these reefs, much of which has 
been paid for by sportsmen.  

Now we have a chance to further enhance the 
artificial reefs along the Jersey coast at no cost to 
sportsmen or the general public. Sportsmen's 
organizations, individual sportsmen and the public 
should contact Gov. Jon S. Corzine and DEP 
Commissioner Lisa Jackson and urge them not only 
to agree to the use of these subway cars as reef 
material, but to contact New York and make 
arrangement for their deployment as soon as 
possible. It would be an inexcusable mistake to let 
these subway cars go to another state when the 
Jersey coast can use all the help it can get to 
maintain a healthy marine environment that benefits 
everyone.  
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Will Jersey take 600 subway cars?  
Star Ledger 
Al Ristori 

Sunday, June 03, 2007, 
The subway car issue is about to surface 

again as New York City's Transit Agency has 1,600 
stainless steel subway cars available for disposal -- 
and 600 of them have been offered to New Jersey at 
no cost. The only problem is that there's presently a 
prohibition on taking more subway cars until a study 
on the last ones is completed.  

The last time this issue came up, Clean 
Ocean Action opposed depositing subway cars on 
our artificial reefs. Their objection was primarily to 
asbestos in the cars, though it's only part of the 
fireproof matrix inside. Furthermore, asbestos is 
dangerous only when fibers are breathed in -- but 
innocuous in water. Then-DEP Commissioner Brad 
Campbell compromised by allowing a test drop of 
the old Redbird cars so a study could be made of 
how they stood up. No additional subway cars were 
to be allowed.  

The Jersey Coast Anglers Association 
opposed that compromise because other subway cars 
had already been on the reefs for many years and the 
proposed study appeared to be just a waste of 
taxpayers' funds while holding up the acceptance of 
more free subway cars. As a result, Delaware got a 
bonanza of reef material at no charge -- and at our 
expense.  

Bill Figley, who was in charge of the reef 
program before retiring, started a study on existing 
similar PATH cars that had never moved in 14 years 
and deteriorated only about 33 percent while 
attracting about 300 to 400 fish per car. John Muir, a 
diver and reef expert at the EPA in Philadelphia, 
estimates the stainless steel cars will last 30 to 50 
years.  

Most of the materials on the reefs are 
donated, but anglers and divers collect funds to pay 
for cleaning, transportation and disposal. All of that 
is taken care of by the Transit Agency. States well to 
the south have to pay some transportation costs, and 
that's exactly what Virginia, South Carolina and 
Georgia are doing. If New Jersey passes up the 600 
cars offered at no charge, they'll go to Delaware and 
the southern states.  
 
There's no indication so far whether Clean Ocean 
Action will object to the reef enhancement again, but 
Tom Fote of the JCAA is braced to fight for what 

should be even longer-lasting materials in the 
stainless steel cars that will keep New Jersey's 
Artificial Reef Program among the best in the world 
-- and at no cost to the state at a time when public 
funds are almost impossible to obtain.  

Freddie Gartner, a Shore surfcasting legend, 
passed on to heavenly fishing grounds Tuesday at 
the age of 83. A veteran of World War II and a 
member of the Shark River Surf Anglers, Gartner 
also had a tackle shop from about 1958 to the mid-
1960s near Shark River Inlet. Pete Connell of Avon 
remembered Gartner, wearing his Army cap with the 
Combat Infantryman's Badge, riding his bicycle 
along the Shore with tackle and a 20- or 30-pound 
striper on the handlebars.  

Connell said Gartner used "parachute cord" 
on his reels, but could still cast plugs with the best. 
He once watched him hook a 20-pounder close to the 
rocks and put the bass up on the jetty with the next 
wave before it ever had a chance to run.  
 
Connell noted the wake was a gathering of old-
timers talking about other greats of the Jersey surf 
who had passed away over the years. There were 
pictures of Gartner with many of his catches, 
including 40-pounders and a 54-pound striper that's a 
lifetime goal for any bass addict.  
 
The first party boat doormat, 10 pounds, 3 ounces, 
was boated Thursday on the Angler from Atlantic 
Highlands by Joe Lebo of Newark. Capt. George 
Bachert said this might be the best season opener so 
far, especially considering the increase to a 17-inch 
minimum.  
 

Subway cars would be plus for artificial 
reef system 

Posted by the Asbury Park Press on 
06/3/07 

John Geiser 
The state Department of Environmental 

Protection has an opportunity to provide a lot of 
habitat for marine life and opportunity for fishermen 
— if officials act swiftly. 

New York City has offered New Jersey 600 
obsolete stainless steel subway cars that could be 
added to the state's artificial reef system. 

Thomas P. Fote, legislative chairman of the 
Jersey Coast Anglers Association, said the cars 
would be an important addition to the reef system, 
and the DEP should jump at it. 
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"The DEP was supposed to let New York 
know what they were going to do by today (June 1)," 
he said. "But nothing's been done yet." 

Fote said he hears about deficits, shortages, 
lack of funds, cutbacks — state financial problems 
on all sides — when here is a chance to build fishing 
opportunity, enhance fish habitat and promote 
recreation without cost. 

"New York City will pay for it," he said. 
"This is free. It wouldn't cost New Jersey a cent." 

Other states are waiting anxiously to see what 
New Jersey will do. There are 1,600 obsolete 
subway cars to be given away, and South Carolina, 
Virginia, Delaware and Georgia are all eager to get 
them. 

One thousand cars are already going to the 
southern states, and they will be paying to get them. 
New Jersey can get 600 of them free because it is 
close to the source. 

"We lost out on a lot of New York subway 
cars five years ago because some environmental 
groups objected to them," he said. "Government 
studies proved there was nothing wrong with them as 
artificial reef material, but these groups demanded 
the state do studies. 

"Now here we are five years later with no 
studies, and no decision made yet," he said. "We 
were supposed to get 900 cars the last time, and we 
wound up getting only 250 because of politics. We 
don't want to see that happen again." 

Fote said another reef development of 
importance is a special meeting being arranged by 
the state Marine Fisheries Council Wednesday at the 
state's Nacote Creek office to discuss artificial reefs. 

"The meeting was supposed to be about 
fluke, porgies and sea bass, but commercial interests 
want to talk about reefs," he said. 

Commercial fishermen who have fixed gear 
on the reefs are concerned about bills in the state 
Legislature that would prohibit reef use by pot 
fishermen. Commercial fishermen with mobile gear 
are opposed to artificial reefs in waters where they 
work. 
 

INTRODUCE TO & 
TAKE SOMEONE 

FISHING THIS YEAR  
SHARE THE FUN 

HIGHLY MIGRATORY SPECIES 
BY JOHN KOEGLER 

Bluefin Tuna 
 NMFS HMS rules for this season are one 

school bluefin tuna  27”to 47” and two large school 
/small medium bluefin 47” to 73” . The good news is 
there is no closed season this year.  The fishery will 
remain open the entire summer enabling anglers to 
keep a small bluefin, if they find one. 

  It was reported two weeks back several 
boats fished on a warm core eddy at the Wilmington 
Canyon east side. They caught both yellowfin and 
bluefin tuna along the edge of the eddy. The 
yellowfin and several bluefin tuna were over 47” 
long. 
 

Swordfish 
Effective July 7, 2007 NMFS has changed 

angler swordfish retention limits for swordfish. The 
swordfish retention limit remains at one swordfish 
per person but the vessel limit was increased to four 
swordfish per trip. Charter/headboat permit holders 
retention limits increased to one per paying customer 
up to a maximum of six per charter vessel. Head 
boats retention limit is one per paying custom but up 
to 15 per vessel.  

Last fall, the North Atlantic Ocean swordfish 
population was declared at the ICCAT meeting to be 
rebuilt. A major reason is believed to be the Florida 
straits total closure to long line fishermen. This total 
closure has protected large numbers of small 
swordfish from being discarded dead by longline 
fishermen.  

  This closure has provided a major 
population increase in the white marlin population as 
well as the swordfish population. NMFS has revised 
their limits on swordfish landings to acknowledge 
this swordfish stock rebuilding and has increased 
2007 angler and   charter/headboat landing limits for 
2007.  
 

King Mackerel/ Spanish mackerel 
Although the availability of these species 

varies greatly from year to year, it is expected the 
decline in their populations will cause future 
reductions in current angler limits. The South 
Atlantic council is Atlantic east coast manager for 
this species.  They will hold hearings and announce 
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new rules. It is not expected the process will be 
completed this year.  
 

Sharks 
 Those who seek larger sharks should note 

that those boats fishing over 20 miles out have been 
smothered with huge bluefish. These fish are too 
large to swim in the chum line . When filleted they 
are engulfed by big bluefish as fast as you can set the 
line.  
 

White Marlin 
Last summer, the two biggest local marlin 

tournaments, the South Jersey $ 500,000 tournament 
run out of Cape May and Ocean City, MD, had 
major increases in white marlin releases.  The Ocean 
City, MD White Marlin Open had record white 
releases for their tournament.  There is a direct 
connection with the closure of The Florida Straits to 
longline fishing.   
 

Exempted Fishing Permits for long line boats. 
NMFS under the Exempted Fishing Permits 

category proposed to reopen the closed Florida areas 
to long line fishing to document circle hook 
performance, target and bycatch species composition 
and allow comparative analysis with historic pelagic 
longline logbooks and observer program data. 
Longline applicants state the goals of their EFP 
request is to determine if implementation of new 
pelagic longline fishing practices justify the 
resumption of PLL fishing in the closed areas. 
 
Although the comment period closes on Jun 15, 2007 
the agency has accepted late comments in the past.  
The email address is SF1.030107@noaa.gov. Include 
in the subject line I.D. 030107C  

Last fall, NMFS HMS division in their new 
HMS management plan approved new longline buoy 
gear. This is longline fishing with a different 
definition.  It is a long line tied between a buoy and 
the longline boat. I could not find a hook limit on 
this proposed gear. If there is no such limit in a 
different part of the new rules then this is awful. 
Now add the absurd EFP proposal above and many 
years of swordfish rebuilding is destroyed. So much 
for expecting fair and reasonable regulations from 
NMFS HMS division.       

 

NO GENERAL JCAA MEETINGS 
IN JULY AND AUGUST 

 

YOUTH EDUCATION 
 BY GREG KUCHAREWSKI 

MONMOUTH COUNTY YOUTH GROUP 
During National Fishing and Boating Week, 
members of the JCAA Youth Education Committee 
and Vietnam Veterans of America, NJ Chapter 12, 
presented a fishing program for children that are 
temporarily homeless.  Children learned how to 
safely fish from a boat, prepare for a boat trip, and 
how to properly adjust a life vest.  Children also 
learned about National Fishing and Boating Week 
and how to take advantage of the many fishing and 
boating opportunities in Monmouth and Ocean 
County.  The Jersey Coast Anglers Association’s 
Youth Education Committee supported this 
worthwhile event by providing “Hooked On Fishing 
Not On Drugs” and “Passport to Fishing and 
Boating” packets for all the youngsters.  If your 
fishing club or organization would like information 
about JCAA youth education seminars, please e-mail 
Gkucharews@aol.com and if time allows we will 
help support your event. 

OHIO TRIP 
The Jersey Coast Anglers Association’s Youth 
Education Chairman is invited to teach at the 
University of Toledo from July 02-06, 2007 and 
support their National Youth Sports Program NYSP, 
Youth Fishing Program.  NYSP is a program that 
helps children build the skills and the confidence 
they need to tackle future challenges.  The 
University of Toledo’s National Youth Sports 
Program provides summer recreation enrichment 
programming for approximately 350 children.  UT’s 
NYSP program is also nationally recognized for 
economically disadvantaged youths, ages 10 to 16, 
with the opportunity to participate in daily sports 
instruction and educational programs. 
The Ohio Division of Fish and Game will supply 
loaner fishing equipment to support NYSP fishing 
days at Olander Park.  Aquatic education field trips 
will reinforce inter community fishing and partner 
youngsters within local neighborhoods.  Our JCAA 
Youth Education Committee will provide guidance 
about the Future Fisherman Foundation’s “Hooked 
On Fishing Not On Drugs” program, Anglers' 
Legacy and demonstrate a variety of angling and 
boating techniques from the RBFF's “Passport To 
Fishing & Boating” stations.  Marine aquatic 

mailto:SF1.030107@noaa.gov
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education will be discussed for children visiting 
coastal states during the remainder of their summer 
vacation.  Members of the Merickel-Farley Trout 
Club donated three hundred dollars for prizes to 
support this fishing event.  Every year their 
membership comes out to volunteer their time at 
Olander Park to teach youngsters about fishing and 
boating. 

PRINCETON FRIENDS SCHOOL 
On Thursday, May 24, 2007 the JCAA Youth 
Education Committee supported a fishing clinic for 
the Princeton Friends School by providing 18 rods 
and reels for children to experience casting and 
fishing. 

2007 NJ MARINE DIGEST 
The 2007 Marine Issue of the New Jersey Fish and 
Wildlife Digest is now available on the DEP Fish 
and Wildlife web site in PDF format.  The Digest, 
which contains a summary of rules and management 
information, as well as feature articles and species 
information, is available at coastal sport shops and 
license agents.  To view the Digest please visit 
http://www.njfishandwildlife.com/digmar07.htm on 
the division's web site. 

SEARCH 11,000 PLACES TO FISH & BOAT 
The newly enhanced takemefishing.org has been 
launched!  With a database of more than 11,000 
locations, you can find places to fish and boat that 
are close to home or far away and have access to all 
the information you'll need to quickly and easily plan 
a day on the water.  If you don't find your favorite 
fishing hole or boating spot be sure to use the add it 
feature.  Do the same for marinas, boat ramps, 
charter services, fishing and boating supply stores 
and boat rental companies.  And pass this on to your 
friends and family! 

JCAA YOUTH EDUCATION MATERIALS 
“Hooked On Fishing Not On Drugs” materials are 
available to JCAA member clubs and organizations.  
Please let the JCAA Youth Education Committee 
know if your organization needs drug awareness and 
fishing promotional items for your next fishing 
event.  If your fishing club is hosting a large event 
this summer or fall, please phone 732-785-9278 and 
we will return your call as soon as possible. 
.  

SUPPORT THE 
ARTIFICIAL REEF 

PROGRAM 



We need the support of your 
club and its members 

 
Your club should be a member of JCAA and mak e 
a difference for only $50 a year. Your club w ill 
have a voice in all JCAA po sitions that affect your 
fishing future. Your club w ill receive up-to-date 
info on vital issues each month. 
 

Club Membership Application 
Date _______________ 
 
Club Name: _______________________________ 
 
President's  
Name: 
__________________________________________ 
 
Pres. Address: 
Street_____________________________________ 
 
City ______________________________________ 
 
State _______________Zip______________ 
 
Ph. # _____________________________________ 
 
Fax # _____________________________________ 
 
Please make check $50 payable to JCAA 
 

JCAA SPONSORSHIP 
 
The JCAA has four levels of sponsorship,  

$50, $100, $250 & $500. 
 

Sponsors are recognized in our newspaper.  For 
more information call JCAA at 732-506-6565. 
Become a JCAA sponsor and help our cause. 
As you can see by our newspaper many our 
member clubs are also JCAA sponsors, if your 
club is not contact us today to become one.  
With all the new  battles we are engaged in w e 
need to raise more f unds in order to be 
effective.  Become a sponsor now and help us to 
continue the fight. 
 
 

Join JCAA as an Associate Member 
 
Only $25 per year! Support the Goals of JCAA 
and receive a subscription to JCAA NEWS that 
gives you the Most Up-To-Date New s about 
Fisheries Management and Environmental Issues  
 

JERSEY COAST ANGLERS 
ASSOCIATE MEMBER APPLICATION 

 
Date ______________ New ___ Renewal ___ 
 
Name _____________________________________ 
 
Street _____________________________________ 
 
City ______________________________________ 
 
State ______________Zip_______________ 
 
Email _____________________________________ 
 
Check if you would rather receive newspaper by email 
instead of by regular mail. Yes __ 
 
Ph. # ______________________________________ 
 
Fax # ______________________________________ 

 

COMMITTEES & CHAIRPERSONS 
Legislative Tom Fote      732-270-9102 
         tfote@jcaa.org 
Office Manager Phil Celmer     609-693-3414 
          jcaa@jcaa.org 
Access: (North) Ray Marione     201-843-1711 
Access: (South) Robert DeLeonard     732-793-8080 
Blackfish Pat Donnelly      732-295-1755 
Blue claw Crab Jack Miktus     732-477-5184 
Blue Fish Al Marantz     732-280-2643 
Habitat Pat Donnelly     732-206-1407 
Large Pelagic John Koegler      610-687-2208 
Menhaden Len Fantasia     732-872-1862 
Science & Research Bruce Freeman     732-793-7871 
Sponsorship Frank Richetti     732-477-3120 
Striped Bass Ed Cherry    edwardwc@verizon.net 
Webmaster          Phil V. Celmer     philipc@highlandstech.net 
Youth Education Greg Kucharewski     732-840-9197 
If you would like to receive JCAA Email alerts 
email your Name, Club, if you belong to one, and 
your interest to < tfote@jcaa.org> or just go to 
the JCAA Web and subscribe from there. 

mailto:tfote@jcaa.org
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